The accumulated experience of the past thirty years, the first
eight of which were in South Africa, fills me with the greatest
hope that in the adoption of non-violence lies the future of
India and the world. It is the most harmless and yet equally
effective way of dealing with the political and economic wrongs
of the down-trodden portion of humanity. I have known from
early youth that non-violence is not a cloistered virtue to be
practised by the individual for his peace and final salvation, but
it is a rule of conduct for society if it is to live consistently with,
human dignity and make progress towards the attainment of
peace for which it has been yearning for ages past. It is there-
fore sad to think that a government, the most powerful in the
world, should have belittled the doctrine and put its votaries,
however imperfect they may be, out of action. It is my firm
opinion that thereby they have injured the cause of universal
peace and the Allied Nations.
53.    For the author "the certainty" was "that his  (my)
movement could not remain non-violent". Forme "the certainty"
was quite the contrary, if the movement had remained in the
hands of those who could guide the people.
54.    It is also now "clear" what I meant when I said I
was prepared to go to the extremest limit, that is that I would
continue the non-violent movement even though the govern-
ment might   succeed  in  provoking  violence. Hitherto I have
stayed my hand when people have been so provoked. This time
I ran the risk because the risk of remaining supine in the face
of the greatest world conflagration known to history was in-
finitely greater. If non-violence be the greatest force in the
world, it must prove itself during this crisis.
55.    The final proof given by the author of my non-vio***
lence being "mere lip service" consists of the following cari-
cature of my writing in defence of Polish bravery:
"In other words in any fight the weaker of the two combatants
may employ as violent measures as he likes or is able, and may still
be considered to be fighting non-violently; or to put it in another
way, violence when employed against superior odds automatically be-
comes non-violence. Surely a very convenient theory for the rebels
in an 'unarmed revolt'."
I claim the writing quoted by the author does not warrantf
the misleading deduction. How can I possibly lay down a pro-
position against every day experience? There is rarely a fight
among absolute equals.   One party is always weaker than the
other.  The illustrations I have given, taken together, can lead
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